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Deep	  within	  our	  contemporary	  lives,	  ancient	  symbols	  and	  mythology	  bubble	  and	  
stir	  our	  passions	  and	  infatuations.	  	  The	  duality	  of	  these	  archetypes	  across	  our	  
many	  cultures	  excites	  Curtis	  Schnell	  and	  inspired	  these	  works	  as	  it	  has	  his	  career	  
in	  film,	  television,	  and	  theater.	  	  Born	  in	  Clarkston,	  Washington,	  he’s	  since	  been	  
treated	  to	  a	  Los	  Angeles	  life	  for	  thirty	  years	  of	  work	  as	  a	  production	  designer	  and	  
director.	  	  He	  has	  painted	  hundreds	  of	  custom	  artwork	  on	  both	  canvas	  and	  
Masonite	  for	  those	  films	  and	  television	  shows	  

	  

Curtis	  loves	  the	  history	  of	  humans	  on	  earth,	  and	  his	  paintings	  and	  sculptures	  
express	  its	  impact	  on	  his	  own	  beliefs.	  	  His	  current	  works	  include	  mythological	  
beings,	  whimsical	  musical	  instruments	  imbued	  with	  impossible	  engineering,	  and	  
the	  iridescent	  colors	  of	  sounds	  unheard.	  

	  

After	  a	  formal	  education	  in	  drama,	  music,	  and	  education,	  He	  began	  designing	  for	  
film	  and	  television.	  	  
He’s	  been	  
nominated	  three	  
times	  for	  the	  
Excellence	  in	  Design	  
award	  juried	  by	  the	  
Art	  Director’s	  Guild,	  
and	  nominated	  
once	  for	  an	  Emmy®	  
for	  the	  production	  
design	  of	  the	  
television	  pilot	  
episode	  of	  “Heroes.”	  	  His	  directorial	  debut	  on	  television	  was	  “D.O.A,”	  an	  episode	  
of	  the	  series	  “Crossing	  Jordan,”	  which	  he	  also	  designed.	  

	  

	  



	  In 2004, Schnell began a 4-year project with Omni Hotels and Resorts.  He painted 
over 100 original paintings to be placed into the public spaces, restaurants, bars, 

lobbies, and VIP 
Hospitality Suites in cities 
across the U.S. including  

Los Angeles,  

Chicago,  

New Orleans, 

 Detroit,  

and New York. 

Pictured left:  part  of a 
series of 25 Japanese 
family crests in gold and 
silver foil and acrylic on 
Masonite which were in 
Omni’s flagship 

restaurant, Noé, founded by chef Robert Gadsby. 

 

The stellar success in Los 
Angeles was replicated at 
the Omni Houston with an 
additional twenty crests, 
also in gold and silver foil 
on Masonite. 

Shown right is one such 
crest which is 30” x 36”.  
Others in this series varied 
in size from 24” x 24” up to 
36” x 36”. 

 

	  



British-born chef and 
kickboxer Robert 
Gadsby next 
commissioned 
Schnell to design the 
interior and provide 
more custom art for 
his signature 
restaurant Bedford, 
named after 
Gadsby’s home 
town.  Schnell 
painted 22 original 
pieces in the styles 
of Piet Mondrian 
(below) and Wassily 
Kandinsky (right). 

	  

	  

	  

	   	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

During Season 5 of Crossing Jordan, a jazz singer disappears from a Polynesian Bar in 
downtown Boston.  For the bar set, Schnell painted a group of six Polynesian works 
styled after Jean-Jacque Rousseau.  

 Above, Schnell practices his own rendition of Kenny Sasaki’s Tiki Moon  Polynesian 
jazz before the filming starts. 

 

	   	  



	  

	  

	  

"Hawaiian 
Lawai'a" by 
Curtis Schnell 
(c) 2006 

Lawai'a is the 
Hawaiian word 
for sweetheart, 
and 

Kuuipo  means fisherman.  These are in the style of tourist postcards published in the 
mid-twentieth century.   

These paintings appeared in the episode entitled "D.O.A." of Crossing Jordan.  "D.O.A." 
was both 
designed and 
directed by 
Schnell and 
originally aired on 
May 9, 2007.  It 
appeared on the 
set of the home of 
the magician, 
Howard the 
Magnificent, 
played by Sean 
Moran.   

42" wide x 30" 
tall. Framed.  
These are both in 



private collections. 

"Hawaiian Kuuipo" by Curtis Schnell © 2006 

	  

	  

"Snake and Lizard" by Curtis Schnell (c) 2004,  in the style of Australian aboriginal 
works. 

This original painting was featured on the television series Crossing Jordan in the 
episode entitled "Out of Sight" .  This episode originally aired in the USA on October 3, 
2004.  Snake and Lizard appeared on the set of the penthouse of a murdered 
millionaire art collector, and was referred to in the script as "an original Schnell." 



The script called for artwork of complicated design such that it would camouflage a 
bullet hole and thus delay discovery of the bullet imbedded in the wall behind the 
painting.  This work is complete with the bullet hole as featured in the episode. 

The framed dimensions are 54" wide x 42" tall. The dimensions of the unframed 
Masonite are 48" wide x 36" tall.  



Art that fits your style 

 
Placing art in your vacation condominium can be both exciting and daunting.  Tastes 
and styles vary widely, and some owners want to have their own elements reflected in 
their overall design.  Original art pieces can be completely new works, derivative of 
other artists, or even near-perfect copies of classic pieces.  The size and placement of 
each piece can be customized for your space. 

Here are some examples of Schnell’s varying styles to get your ideas flowing. 

left top:  Oil on Masonite. 30” x 36” 

below right:  Oil on Masonite 24” x 30”  (in 
the style of Charles Gogin) 

 

Left bottom:  oil on Masonite 30” x 36” (in 
the style of Diego Rivera) 

 

 



Left: ink and water color on paper 10”x40”  

(16th century unknown Chinese artist) 

 

Below:  Oil on Masonite, each piece is 
20”x46”  

(in the style of Charles Gogin)



 

 

 



 

 

Above examples of works are oil on Masonite at 20” x 24” unframed. 

  



Some of Curtis Schnell’s television and film credits as Production Designer: 

  



Contact 
 

Curt Schnell 

CurtSchnell@yahoo.com 

Cell:  310.623.7891  (Pacific Time Zone) 

 

www.curtschnellart.com 

www.curtschnell.com 
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